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imbued with the teaching that the achievement of
success and not personal glory must dictate action.
Having a well established reputation for courage
and conduct, he intended to leave nothing to the
chances of fortune which might decide a combat
between equals. He therefore would accept no
provocation to fight without the Cherub. His
duty was to destroy the Essex with the least
possible loss."

Porter endured this vexatious situation for six
weeks and then, learning that other British frigates
were on his trail, determined to escape to the open
sea. This decision involved waiting for the most
favorable moment of wind and weather, but Porter
found his hand forced on the 28th of March by a
violent southerly gale which swept over the ex-
posed bay of Valparaiso and dragged the Essex
from her anchorage. One of her cables parted
while the crew struggled to get sail on her. As she
drifted seaward, Porter decided to seize the emer-
gency and take the long chance of running out to
windward of the Phoebe and the Cherub. He there-
fore cut the other cable, and the Essex plunged into
the wind under single-reefed topsails to claw past
the headland. Just as she was about to clear it,
a whistling squall carried away the maintopmast.